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WCC 2025 Motion
DEFINING NATURE FOR IUCN’S FUTURE
Preamble c350 words
1. RECOGNISING that the triple crises of climate change, biodiversity loss and our economic development models demand holistic and integrated approaches to arrest the negative trends in nature;
2. ACKNOWLDEGING that ‘Nature’ has been the operative word in the Union’s name since its establishment;
3. RECOGNISNG FURTHER that the Union’s vision is “a just world that values and conserves nature”;
4. NOTING that IUCN’s mission to “Influence, encourage and assist societies to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable” is most effectively carried out in an integrated and holistic manner;
5. NOTING FURTHER the importance of the new Strategic Plan to guide the Union’s work for the next quadrennium where transformative change will reinforce its role as the trusted source of science, data, and knowledge for nature and people, promoting justice, equity and rights; 
6. RECOGNISING the increasingly key role which IUCN is making globally, regionally and nationally in advancing the cause of conserving nature and its ambition to continue to be THE voice for nature and be trusted as such;
7. RECALLING the Resolutions of the General Assemblies in Resolutions 4.040 (2008),
5.048 (2012) and 074 (2020), which state that geodiversity is part of nature, that geoheritage is part of natural heritage, that geodiversity fundamentally in underpins biological, cultural and landscape diversity, and that our well-being and survival depend on the elements and processes of both biodiversity and geodiversity; 

8. MINDFUL THAT the Union’s definition of nature should be in accordance with the best scientific approaches to conserving nature as reviewed in the paper referred to in the Supporting Memorandum;
 
9. CONCERNED  that the current short and longer definitions predominantly focus on biodiversity, when soils, water, and other abiotic Earth processes essential to conserving and restoring  that biodiversity and adapting to climate change and rising sea levels  are only given a secondary recognition; 
10. PROPOSES that IUCN makes small but significant changes to the Union’s definitions of nature in recognition of the need for holistic and integrated approaches for dealing with the triple crises within the context of IUCN strategic ambitions.

The IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025, at its session in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates:
1. IS REQUESTED to add a small modification to the current short IUCN ‘s own definition of nature by adding the highlighted words to read as follows “encompassing both the non-living components (i.e. geodiversity) and the living components (i.e. biodiversity) of the natural world”. 
1. IS REQUESTED ADDITONALLY to agree a small modification to the current IUCN definition of nature by adding the highlighted words to read as follows “refers to biodiversity at genetic, species and ecosystem level, to all the dynamic processes and features of geodiversity, and to all their interactions.

The IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025, at its session in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates:

1. REQUESTS the Director General, Secretariat and Commissions to work together to activate the revised definition in their operations;
2. INVITES Commissions, Members and other institutions, as appropriate, to adopt the revised definition in their work; and 
3. ENCOURAGES all working within, associated with and working with IUCN to adopt actively the -updated definition of nature.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
“Nature” is a widely used but rarely defined term amongst scientists, policy makers, business leaders and the public. It is at the heart of many important international frameworks and conventions that, in turn, shape national policy and regulation towards the natural environment. Not only is nature often freely used interchangeably with the term “biodiversity”, but the abiotic component is also often poorly understood and frequently overlooked.
In a world facing widespread ecosystem degradation, shifting baseline syndrome and unsustainable resource use, overlaid by a changing climate and rising sea levels, stakeholders share a common interest in ensuring that environmental initiatives apply to the whole of nature. The current situation of focusing on the biotic component without consideration of the all-important abiotic features and functions, such as the soil and water and the resulting dynamism and productivity of natural systems, is no longer tenable. The key resources required by biotic systems come directly from abiotic features and processes. Pursuit of aligned biotic and abiotic management and protection, informed by systems thinking and wider temporal insights, can promote stronger ecosystems, building a robust and evolving platform on which all facets of nature can fully function and thrive (Brazier et al., 2012; Cienciala, 2024). Moreover, an integrated definition of nature, where both geodiversity and biodiversity are systematically included, would strengthen the whole-ecosystem approach to conservation, to improve not only conservation outcomes in protected and conserved areas, but also wider positive environmental and societal outcomes in managed or non-protected areas. As a result, more effective management and protection of the whole of the natural environment will result, as part of a just and sustainable future, in which humans are an integral player. It is therefore recommended that the IUCN definition of nature, as used in the 2024 draft IUCN 20-year Strategic Vision to 2045, is broadened and strengthened such that nature is defined as “encompassing both the living components (i.e. biodiversity) and the non-living components (i.e. geodiversity) and of the natural world”. Additionally, it is recommended that the long-standing IUCN definition of nature should be amended to read as follows “refers to biodiversity at genetic, species and ecosystem level, to all the dynamic processes and features of geodiversity, and to all their interactions.
The full text of this paper
Nature: Clarifying its definition for strengthened protection and management. Justice, S., Crofts, R., Gordon, J. E., and Gray, M. (In Press) is available at xxxxxxxxxxxxx Nigel to advise
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